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Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Protocol Amending the Belgium- 
United States Taxation Convention 

June 21, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and 
consent to ratification, the Convention Be-
tween the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the King-
dom of Belgium for the Avoidance of Double 
Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Eva-
sion with Respect to Taxes on Income, and 
accompanying Protocol, signed on Novem-
ber 27, 2006, at Brussels (the ‘‘proposed 
Treaty’’). The proposed Treaty will replace 
the existing income tax treaty between the 
two countries that was concluded in 1970 and 
amended by protocol in 1987. Also trans-
mitted for the information of the Senate is 
the report of the Department of State with 
respect to the proposed Treaty. 

The proposed Treaty eliminates the with-
holding tax on certain cross-border dividend 
payments, including dividend payments to 
pension funds. The proposed Treaty also pro-
vides for mandatory arbitration of certain 
cases brought before the competent authori-
ties. This provision is only the second of its 
kind in a proposed U.S. tax treaty. In addi-
tion, the proposed Treaty includes provi-
sions, consistent with current U.S. tax-treaty 
policy, that are designed to prevent so-called 
treaty shopping. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the proposed 
Treaty and give its advice and consent to rati-
fication. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 21, 2007. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Nguyen Minh Triet of 
Vietnam 
June 22, 2007 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
for coming. Laura and I remember very 
fondly our trip to your beautiful country. And 
I remember so very well the warm reception 
that we received from your Government and 
the people of Vietnam. 

I explained to the President, we want to 
have good relations with Vietnam. And we’ve 
got good economic relations. We signed a 
Trade and Investment Framework Agree-
ment. And I was impressed by the growing 
Vietnamese economy. 

I also made it very clear that in order for 
relations to grow deeper that it’s important 
for our friends to have a strong commitment 
to human rights and freedom and democracy. 
I explained my strong belief that societies are 
enriched when people are allowed to express 
themselves freely or worship freely. 

I thanked the President for his continued 
cooperation on the issue of POWs and MIAs. 
I saw firsthand that cooperation when I was 
in Vietnam. We are now extending our search 
to missing remains in some of the coastal re-
gions of Vietnam. 

I also told the President that Congress re-
cently passed appropriations measures to 
help with dioxin, or Agent Orange. It has 
helped the people of his country. And, as 
well, we’re firmly committed to helping Viet-
nam in the battle against HIV/AIDS. 

And so we welcome you, Mr. President. 
And thank you for the frank and candid dis-
cussion. 

President Triet. Upon the kind invitation 
extended to me by President Bush, I have 
decided to make this official visit to the 
United States. And I would like to thank Mr. 
President for your warm and kind hospitality. 
And also, to you, I would like to extend my 
thanks to the American people for their 
warm hospitality. 

Over the last couple of days, I have had 
the fortunate opportunity to meet with a 
large number of American people and Amer-
ican businesses. And everywhere I went and 
anywhere I met, I always—I was always ex-
tended good hospitality and cooperation. 
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